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T a i g a  R e s o u r c e  C o n s u l t a n t s  

Pro tes t  is disniisseci as u n t i m e l y  when n o t  f i l e d  
w i t h i n  10 work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  protester l e a r n e d  
p r o t e s t  oasis. 

I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day is a workiny  d a y  of t h e  federal  
gove rnmen t  g e n e r a l l y  and w i l l  be c o u n t e d  a s  a 
working  day i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  w h e t h e r  a p ro te s t  h a s  
b e e n  t i m e l y  f i l e d ,  u n l e s s  i t  is  t h e  t e n t h  d a y  of 
t h e  1G-uay f i l i n g  p e r i o a .  

Taiga H e s o u r c e  C o n s u l t a n t s  ( T a i g a )  p ro t e s t s  t h e  award 
of a con t r ac t  N o .  SCS-AK-1-85 t o  Arc t ic  Geo R e s o u r c e  
Associates (At iRA)  by t h e  Depar tmen t  of A g r i c u l t u r e ' s  Soi l  
C o n s e r v a t i o n  S e r v i c e  (SCS) .  T a i g a  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  w e  
i n v e s t i g a t e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b i a s  i n  t h e  making of t h e  
award a n a  t h a t  w e  t e c h n i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a l l e g e d l y  
d e f i c i e n t  low b i a .  

Under our  Bid  Pro tes t  k e g u i a t i o n s ,  p ro tes t s  must  b e  
f i l e d  w i t h i n  10 work ing  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  protester  knows o r  
s h o u l a  n a v e  known t h e  b a s i s  f o r  the p r o t e s t .  49 Fed. Reg. 
49 ,917 ,  45 ,420  ( 1 9 8 4 )  ( t o  b e  c o d i f i e d  a t  4 C.F.R. S 21.2 
(a) ( 2 ) ) .  T a i g a  was g i v e n  n o t i c e  of t h e  award t o  AtiTui on 
J a n u a r y  1 1 ,  1985. To be t i m e l y ,  Ta iga ' s  protest  had t o  b e  
f i l e d  no  more t h a n  10 working  a a y s  l a t e r ,  J a n u a r y  25. S i n c e  
w e  a i d  not  r e c e i v e  t h e  p ro t e s t  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  28 ( 1 1  working  
d a y s  l a t e r ) ,  T a i g a ' s  p ro t e s t  is u n t i m e l y  a n a  w i l l  n o t  be 
c o n s i d e r e d .  T r a c o r  A p p l i e d  S c i e n c e s ,  5-218051 Feb. 8 ,  1985,  
85-1 C.P.D. 

I n  r e a c h i n g  o u r  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w e  h a v e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  T a i g a ' s  p ro t e s t  would b e  t i m e l y  i f  I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day, 
J a n u a r y  21 ,  were n o t  c o u n t e a  as a work ing  d a y  of t h e  f e d e r a l  
gove rnmen t ,  s i n c e  o n l y  f e d e r a l  work ing  d a y s  are  c o u n t e d  i n  
d e t e r m i n i n g  t i m e l i n e s s .  See 44 F e d .  Reg. 49,417, 49,419 
( 1 9 6 4 )  ( t o  be c o d i f i e d  a t 4 C . F . R .  S 2 1 . 0 ( 6 ) ) .  Al though 
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I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day is a h o l i a a y  i n  t n e  D i s t r i c t  or  Columbia,  
and  f ede ra l  o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  O f f i c e ,  
g e n e r a l i y  a re  c losea ,  I n a u g u r a t i o n  bay  is  n o t  a n a t i o n a l  
n o l i d a y  and  f ede ra l  o f f i c e s  a r o u n d  t h e  c o u n t r y  g e n e r a l l y  are 
open .  See S 1  Conlp. Gen. 586 ( 1 ~ 7 2 )  and 5 U.S.C. 9 61U3 
( 1 9 8 2 ) .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  w e  h e l a  i n  Mutua l  of Omaha 
I n s u r a n c e  C o . ,  i i -2U1710,  J a n .  4 ,  1982 ,  82-1 C.E.D. 9 2,  t h a t  
I n a u g u r a t i o n  Day t e c h n i c a l l y  is a f ede ra l  working  day  w i t h i n  
t h e  meaning of our r e c j u i a t i o n s .  W e  a i d  c o n s i d e r - t n a t  
protest  because I n a u g u r a t i o n  bay was t h e  t e n t h  d a y  o f  t h e  
t i t n e i i n e s s  p e r i o a  a n a  the p ro te s t  c o u l d  n o t  be f i l e d  i n  o u r  
O f f i c e  t h a t  d a y .  Here, however ,  t h e  f i n a l  d a y  of t h e  
t i m e l i n e s s  period was J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  4 d a y s  a f t e r  I n a u g u r a t i o n  
Day, and  Taicja c o u l d  nave  f i l e d  i t s  p r o t e s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
t e n t n  d a y .  Because i t  d i u  n o t  a0 so,  i t s  p r o t e s t  is  
u n t i m e l y .  

The p ro t e s t  i s  u i s m i s s e d .  

G e n e r a l  Counse l  




